Thanks for checking out my Digital Breakout room.  This Breakout is a role playing challenge where students are trying to a Cold War spy and trying to get out of the Soviet Union before they are found.  They have to solve the clues to find their way out.  It takes most students 30-60 minutes to solve it.  Not all my students solve it but all think it is fun (although some get pretty frustrated in the process).   Use this puzzle to introduce world geography examples of HEI in Europe and Asia.  It introduces the Trans-Siberian Railway, Aral Sea, Chernobyl and Polders in Amsterdam.  There is a worksheet included.  Here is the website for the DIGITAL BREAKOUT and a summary of the clues and answers.  ENJOY!
https://sites.google.com/forneyisd.net/sovietspyhunter/home
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This is the first slide. It shows you the intro and then the first clue.  The clue is a simple Google Search, nothing complicated here.  Answers are case sensitive.  The answer is YAKUTSK (a city in Siberia)

This is your second clue:
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And the map:
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The map DOES have the answer, it is hyperlinked.  When you click on the map it will take you here:
[image: ]
The answer for the second clue is: TRANS-SIBERIAN RAILWAY
Once you enter the answer it will take you to the third clue which is:
[image: ]
Nothing is hyperlinked, it is a google search for what you see.  Eventually students will discover the answer is : ARAL SEA
That will take them to clue four:
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Clue four is accompanied by a picture.  The picture is in the top right hand corner of the home page under the LOVE tab.  The picture you see when you click on that tab is:
[image: ]
There are three birds flying around on this picture.  The bird in the top left corner is hyperlinked to this website:
[image: ]
If you scroll down on this website you will see a list of nuclear accidents, two are in Russia:
[image: ]
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The answer is the second location.  The picture is located in CHERNOBYL
Here is clue Five:
[image: ]
The text at the end of the clue needs to be translated.  Once it is translated it says: Type the name of this city below. It is your way home. IN CAPITAL LETTERS.  The key is understanding that the original language is Dutch.  If you search cities that speak Dutch, you will find out the answer.  The answer is : AMSTERDAM
Once they enter the answer it will take them here:
[image: ]
[image: ]The link will take them to a key, where they can copy the answer for the worksheet attached.
  I have my students copy the maps/diagrams and the summaries.  Enjoy!  
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SOVIET SPY HUNTER

IVAN: Great job, you wil be safe hiding at the Aral Sea. There is only one
problem. | have contacted your spouse and they want to leave the Soviet
Union with you. They are also in hiding with your kid. They want to meet you
atthe place where you fell in love. What?1? You don't remember, it was at the
Ferris wheel. the first city you were stationed...the Russian city they were
bormin but had to leave...That does not ring a bell they are going to be
disappointed. Well, good thing | brought a picture. What's the name of the
city? (AL CAPS)
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September 29, 1957

Mayak, Kyshtym, Russia

The Kyshtym disaster was a radiation contamination incident that occurred at Mayak.
Nuclear fuel reprocessing plant in the Soviet Union.
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April 26, 1986

Chemobyl, Chemobyl Raion
(Now Ivankiv Raion), Kiev
Oblast, Ukraininan SSR,
Soviet Union

Overheating, steam explosion, fire, and meltdown, necessitating the evacuation of
300,000 people from Chernobyl and dispersing radioactive material across Europe (see
Effects of the Chemobyl disaster)
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SOVIET SPY HUNTER

Wow! No wonder you are the top spy for the United States. You found the city *
of Chernobyl, picked up your spouse and child and now are ready to get out

of the USSR For your last clue let me just say: Typ hieronder de naam van
deze stad in. Het is je weg naar huis. IN HOOFDLETTERS
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Itis the COLD WAR and you are the number one spy for the United States in the USSR. You have been spying on the Soviets for 10 years but youjust
received an encrypted note that told you the news you have always dreaded. Your real identity was just discovered and now your life s in danger. Your
mission s to get out of the Soviet Union before you get captured. Another US agent, know s “IVAN" will help you escape. Followthe clues and you just

might survive! Good luck, or should | say UDACHI!

SOVIET SPY HUNTER

*Required

Ivan: Hello, | am your contact to help you get safely back to
the United States. The first safe house | have arranged for
you is located in the coldest city in the world. Do you know
where that is? Answer in ALL CAPS *
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SOVIET SPY HUNTER

IVAN: Good job getting to the first safe house. | hope you ik it cold, you are
in Siberia! You can get some food in your stomach but | would not get too
comfortable or sleep to long comrade, the KGB has received a tip and they
know where you are. | need you to use the map in the top right corer to
figure out where to go next. This clue will help you get to your next location.
Answer in AL CAPS
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SOVIET SPY HUNTER

IVAN: Great job getting on the Trans-Siberian Railway. It willtake you to your *
next safe house. Rumor has it the KGB just raided your first safe house. No
‘one will find you at your new safe house. Only problem is | cannot tell you
where itis, someone might be listening. | can only show you a picture. Once
you have figured it out, just type the location in below using ALL CAPS





