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Use online polls or quizzes to gauge student reactions.
“Low floor / high ceiling”: open with a question that is relatively general and
easy to approach.

Use a google slide or google doc as a place to write down student ideas. You
can keep more detailed notes on the discussion and on who said what than
you would be able to do wlh a whiteboard in a physical classroom. It's
meaningful to students to see you write down their idea.

Assign prep work that the students don’t need to turn in. (For example, in
Anne’s class, students are required to keep a Reading Journal, and they are
given specific questions to focus on each week.) You can call on students
and assume that they have done the thinking work ahead of time.
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How do you get students to talk online?

Here are some things we have found that have tended to work.

Enlist your students to help you. We don't have a physical classroom, so we
have to build the classroom ourselves through interacting with each other.
Allow contributions on mic or via text.

Build some requirement for participation into the grade for the class. Make
it easy to get an Ain participation if the student consisently shows up and
tries.

Update the grade frequently, so students can see their grade go up or down.
Assign a participation self-evaluation for students, if that's a thing you have
time to do.

Check in with students who never contribute. Sometimes you can bring
them in just by having a conversation about it.

Show that you care what they think. Respond to the content of their ideas.
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